KARIMOKU CASE

JOURNAL



This is the second edition of the Karimoku Case Journal,
introducing new interior cases by Norm Architects
and Keiji Ashizawa.



A SENSE OF SERENITY

Emerged from shared design values, Karimoku Case is a

contemporary lifestyle brand, based in Japan and born out of admiration

and love for serene beauty, material richness and timeless appeal.

The Case collections are brought to life by world-renowned

architects through individual cases, and the story of each

collection is told through its native setting.

KARIMOKU CASE

With a holistic approach to architecture and design,
the studio behind each collection creates a coher-
ent style and setting, working their way from the ar-
chitectural framework into the interiors and objects
within the space, designing for specific needs and
structures, rather than merely considering the aes-
thetic experience.

With Karimoku Case we wish to introduce a
thoughtful brand that serves as a guardian for the
natural and timeless, using materials that possess an
inherent richness and gain beauty with time and age.

QUALITY
CRAFTSMANSHIP

As Japan's leading manufacturer of wooden furniture,
Karimoku proudly uphold a steady focus on quality.
Their knowledge and genuine love for wood is reflect-
ed in their uncompromising production methods and
remarkable attention to detail. Through the unique
skills and production capabilities of Karimoku, the
collaborating studios are encouraged to use the best
possible materials for their case collections, ultimate-
ly creating design that last, maintaining the highest
possible standards throughout.
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CASE 01

KINUTA TERRACE

TOKYO

KEIJI ASHIZAWA & NORM ARCHITECTS




THE KINUTA TERRACE PROJECT

The Kinuta Terrace apartment project in Tokyo
marked the starting point of the collaboration of
Karimoku Furniture Inc., Keiji Ashizawa Design and
Norm Architects and resulted in the founding of the
new lifestyle brand Karimoku Case in 2019. Tokyo-na-
tive architecture and design studio Keiji Ashizawa
Design and the Danish design studio Norm Architects
collaborated on the renovation of two apartments
in the Kinuta Terrace apartment complex which was
originally built back in the 1991 and features an inte-
grated courtyard.

Working with transparency, light and shadow,
the collaborating studios maintained the existing
architectural framework of the apartments and con-
nected the outside and the inside living spaces, guid-
ing its inhabitants from one space to the next.

THE COLLECTION

For both apartments, twelve tailor-made furniture
pieces were created by Keiji Ashizawa Design and
Norm Architects, leading to the first Karimoku Case
collection. Each piece of the Kinuta collection draws
heavily on the natural references of the connected
courtyard in an attempt to invite in nature as much as
possible - in the design language as well as through
their material composition. The Kinuta collection fea-
tures two sofas and coffee tables as well as a dining
table set, lounge chair and a shelf. Many pieces feature
thoughtful details inspired by structures seen in Japa-
nese temples and gardens; for example, the rhythm
of the roof lines in temples that the studios paid visits
to are evident in the coffee table. Through the unique
skills and production capabilities of Karimoku, Japan's
leading wooden furniture manufacturer, the collabo-
rating studios were able to use the best possible nat-
ural materials for the interior furnishing, ultimately
creating unique designs with a timeless appeal.
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“What sets Danish and Japanese design apart from other design traditions

is our uncompromising focus on designing places, spaces and things that last.”

NORM ARCHITECTS
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THE KINUTA COLLECTION

Comprising of 12 tailor-made pieces for the two apartments, the Kinuta collection features two sofas and

coffee tables as well as a dining table set, lounge chair and shelf. Many pieces feature thoughtful details
inspired by structures seen in Japanese temples and gardens; for example, the rhythm of the roof lines in

temples that the studios paid visits to are evident in the long coffee table.




CASE 02 & 02.1

BLUE BOTTLE COFFEE

MINATOMIRAI / SHIBUYA




MINATOMIRAI CAFE

For the Blue Bottle Coffee Minatomirai Café in Yoko-
hama, Japan, Karimoku Case realized a bespoke high-
end interior with customized wooden furnishings as
well as tailor-made furniture. Under the direction of
one of the collection initiators Keiji Ashizawa, his stu-
dio and the multidisciplinary Danish studio Norm Ar-
chitects created an interior with a warm and inviting
atmosphere. Focusing on the architectural framework,
they took inspiration from the gentle curve of the cen-
tral bar counter that is reflected in the soft shapes of
the bespoke furniture items. Working with the generous
glass fronts of the café that open up to the adjacent
park, the architecture allows for plenty of natural light
to enter which in turn brings out the natural qualities
of the wooden decor manufactured by Karimoku. The
second Karimoku Case collection includes a café chair,
a bar stool and a side chair made of oak and designed
by Norm Architects that showcase the high-quality
craftsmanship of Karimoku and mimic the soft, round
shapes of the Blue Bottle Coffee Minatomirai Café's
architecture.

SHIBUYA CAFE

Located at the busy downtown area Shibuya, the
second Blue Bottle Coffee Café Case project was de-
signed as an urban retreat. The interior of the café is
dominated by volcanic ash-glazed tiles developed as
a collaboration between London material manufac-
turer Dzek and the Amsterdam-based design studio
Formafantasma. For the furnishing of the Blue Bottle
Coffee Shibuya Café, Japanese architecture and prod-
uct design studio Keiji Ashizawa Design developed a
coherent interior concept as well as tailor-made fur-
niture that offers a wide range of different seating op-
tions. For this project, two chairs were added to the
Karimoku Case collection: a casual, lightweight din-
ing chair and a matching counter chair with a large-
sized backrest for extra comfort.

16

HBREHABWVWAT T

AVEIT—RIETAT— XA ROAREA VTV TRREIZELD,
BRICHZTIIL—ARMLO—kE— HREASVWATTIONAT
VRBARAEERBELELIL.AOL IS aVDRIRED—ATHS
BREAODTALISa>O T ERERERRABHAES S
FICODERTE/ — L T—FTOVVYDBHI . EESI AT
STUTICHEEFE L BRENEEICEB L. PRON—HTY
B—DHESESH VNS B AVAEL—2a R ARR L
XTROREDEEBRRICKRLE LI BEITZIREICH
MoTHEINDESICHTTERBREDINDHSAERDIZTED
ETEHBERENEBORICAD. AIVEZICETOENT
AEAVTIVTOFORMOEREF I SFHLET. AUEIT—R
O2BEBDIL Y aVITE S — L T—FFOVICEDTH A
SN FSMTHESNIEATIFI 7 N—RY =L I RFT
THEENET AIVEIDOENIZ 7YV IV TIHRRERLSN
B7ATLICIETIIL—RELO—Et— ABREHSVWHTTIDE
FDTAT— IR SN B RSN BRI AIRNEL TN
TWEY,

®BAHhTx

EBOEEMIMBY . I —RMNLI—E—220BD7—R7
Oz MIBEOPRT—EDFIEMLBRZLS5TH AN
FELTCNTTORETIR EMZFNTEOY R DDzekH 7
LRATNELERRETZTH AV RXZT A Formafantasmak
JSRL—2a>y L GARILRDSEDIZ LI 21V EE IR E
ZRILTVET,

M7)L—ARrLaA—kb— ¥EBAT7TIOI>TUTTIEEE- 70O
RUNTHA U2 F i B EREABRERHAEHD2FD 1Y
FTVTFAE TR RL B — AT a  RRILKIRET 2T
S—AAROREZBEYHLFE LI ATOP IV EBELTESE
BEELEAZaTIIVBEAZ VI F 7 A RBICENZARD
BNVILRANEBTRNIVEZ—FIT7D2EATOF7HaL
JiaviimbbELl.







“We have aimed to create an atmosphere which welcomes the local community

by mainly using wood, inspired by the park located by the Blue Bottle Coffee
Minatomirai. The building which acts as the main character of the park, provides the

feeling of kindness of the natural materials in the industrial looking landscape.”

KEIJI ASHIZAWA
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TAILOR-MADE CAFE CHAIRS
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so that people can watch the barista preparing their coffee, and a lower table for

people to enjoy the park from inside.
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ARCHIPELAGO HOUSE PROJECT

Located on the unspoiled and rocky coast of Sweden,
the Archipelago summer house is a private, modern-
ized holiday home with an interior concept by Norm
Architects and bespoke furniture items by Norm Ar-
chitects and Keiji Ashizawa Design. Drawing inspi-
ration from the local architecture and landscape
of the Swedish coastline, the Archipelago House is
harmoniously merged with the surrounding nature
and serves as a perfect refuge from the hectic life of
the city. The design of the house is aimed at combin-
ing the functionality for the perfect family life with
an architecture of clean lines and light rooms using
natural, muted high-end materials that reflect the
nature outside. With inspiration found in both Nor-
dic building traditions and a Japanese sensibility in
aesthetics and craftsmanship, the Archipelago House
combines Scandinavian coziness with warm textures
and soft furniture, while maintaining the elegance of
Japanese decor.

THE COLLECTION

For this third case, the studio designed minimal, yet
well-curated furnishings with a focus on wood and
handmade pieces. The Karimoku Case collection was
expanded with the launch of new furniture items and
accessories, including a new upholstered club chair
designed with a small footprint, a book box collection
designed in collaboration with Danish book binder
and box maker August Sandgren as well as a bespoke
lighting collection, manufactured by Kyoto based lan-
tern maker Kojima Shouten.
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“With inspiration found in both Nordic building traditions and a
Japanese sensibility in aesthetics and craftsmanship, this project has

aimed to achieve the best of both worlds.”

NORM ARCHITECTS
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NEW FURNITURE BY NORM ARCHITECTS
With the new Club Chair N-CCO01 and the elegant book boxes N-BBO1 especially designed for this

project, Karimoku Case extends its collection. Additionally, a bespoke lighting collection made of Washi
paper has been designed by Norm Architects and is manufactured by Karimoku in collaboration

with the traditional Kyoto-based lantern maker Kojima Shouten.
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CASE 04

AZABU RESIDENCE

TOKYO

KEIJI ASHIZAWA & NORM ARCHITECTS




AZABU RESIDENCE PROJECT

The private Azabu Residence is the fourth case. Com-
missioned with the renovation of the luxury apartment
built in 1988, the Tokyo-based architecture studio Keiji
Ashizawa Design worked with Norm Architects on the
interior design and bespoke furnishing of the private
residence in Azabu, a district in central Tokyo. Locat-
ed on a hill, the Azabu Residence is tucked away in
a more quiet, exclusive residential area. The interior
of the Azabu Residence is like a cozy, intimate and
protective cave for human dwelling. The implementa-
tion of a darker material scheme for furniture, floor-
ing, walls and curtains with the use of smoked oak,
a dark brown and dark wood veneers underlines this
impression and creates a calm and embracing interi-
or for contemplation and private family life. A further
project specific feature is the inspiration taken from
elements of American Modernism as well as a distinct
homage to the celebration of shadows, an inspiration
taken from the well-known Japanese book In Praise of
Shadows by Jun'ichiro Tanizaki.

Matching the overall dark wooden tones of the
interior, Keiji Ashizawa and Norm Architects created
a number of furniture pieces specifically for this case
study. A new dining table by Keiji Ashizawa convinces
with its lightweight and elegant appearance. For the
entrance area, Keiji Ashizawa designed the versatile
bench that impresses with the functionality of a bench
and a form that invites to be used as a display stand.
Norm Architects designed the new modular sofa with
soft, rounded cushions and a dark, timber frame, mak-
ing use of traditional Japanese wooden joinery tech-
niques that Karimoku is known for. The custom-made
interior and furniture items of the Azabu Residence
Project have all been manufactured by the craftsmen
at Karimoku Furniture.
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A-DTO02 TABLE & A-BO1 BENCH BY KEIJI ASHIZAWA

Matching the overall dark wooden tones of the interior, the new dining table A-DT02 by
Keiji Ashizawa convinces with its lightweight and elegant appearance. For the entrance area, Keiji
Ashizawa designed the versatile bench A-B01, that impresses with the functionality of a

bench and a form that invites to be used as a display stand.

41



b

-

G
——

Tl

5 .
w‘;""—} L s =

3

“With the use of stone, dark wood and textured textiles, the interior plays on
warm and welcoming perspective on modernism as the approach to the interior
architecture has been a great inspiration for this project in particular.

NORM ARCHITECTS
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